Vocabulary for Observing, Judging, Recording and Annotating Pupils’ Work
The phrases do not relate to specific P levels but there are close links to them and the National P level guidance.
Encounter

Pupil encountered (object/ event/ person)




Pupil showed resistance to handling (object/ event/ person)




Pupil startled in response to (sensory experience)




Pupil tolerated coactive exploration of (object /event/ person)




Pupil blinked in response to light




Pupil moved (limb) in response to temperature/ texture

Awareness

Pupil showed awareness of (object/ event/ person)




Pupil gave fleeting attention to (object/ event/ person)




Pupil focused fleetingly on (object /event/ person)




Pupil interrupted pattern of self absorbed movement/vocalization 





and focused attention to (object/event/ person)

Attention 

and Response

Pupil attends to (object/event/person)



Pupil responds (object/event/person)



Pupil responds to (object/event/person) by smiling, signs of 





excitement, frustration, surprise, dissatisfaction



Pupil is beginning to distinguish between objects, events and people

Engagement

Pupil engages in activity by …




Pupil shows consistent attention to (object/event/person)



Pupil can tell the difference between specific events in their surroundings




Pupil focuses by looking or listening to (object/event/person)



Pupil locates object events people




Pupil follows events by listening, locating and looking

Participation

Pupil participates by taking turns in activities and events




Pupil participates by anticipating sequences




Pupil responds using vocalizations/signs/symbols/pictures




Pupil participates with adult support




Staff and/or other pupils/peers support pupil responses

Involvement

Pupil comments upon activity




Pupil is involved with (object/event/person)



Pupil comments on the action and responses of other pupils




Pupil signs/speaks or gestures to comment upon activities




Pupil answers simple questions about (object/event/person) correctly

Gaining skills

Pupil gained knowledge of (object/event/person)



Pupil consolidated knowledge of (object/event/person) by recognizing 




features/ understanding the uses/ significance of (object/event/person)



Pupil has generalized skills by ….




Pupil demonstrated understanding of the concept/ significance/ use of (x) by … 

Curriculum context is important when writing annotation. Applying curriculum context to the above statements, along with children’s work/ learning objective/ date/photographs/ paper evidence will improve the quality of assessments and the statements recorded.

Use the annotations to find the appropriate P level. Clarify your assessment, if necessary, by lifting appropriate statements from the P level descriptors for the subject area being assessed. Add this to your annotation. Also see the National Guidance on Assessing Pupils Progress and Progression Guidance.
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