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These checklists, customised for use in Catholic schools and colleges, break
down the P Scale levels still further, identifying the very small incremental
steps that LDD pupils make, often with prompts and support.The checklist
enables the teacher to recognise and record these small attainments.The
checklist proforma also allows the teacher to record the degree of assistance
that the pupil had in achieving the level.They have been found by P Scale
users to be a very useful, user-friendly and fine-tuned tool for assessment in
religious education.This section contains checklists for all the P Scale levels..

P Scale checklists

Bishops’ Conference Department for
Catholic Education and Formation
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P1(i)

Pupils encounter activities and experiences. They may be passive or resistant. They may show simple reflex
responses, for example, startling at sudden noises or movements. Any participation is fully prompted.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Explores textures of a range of religious artefacts by touch, fully prompted

2 Explores properties of a range of religious artefacts by touch, fully prompted

3 Explores textures of a range of religious artefacts by smell, fully prompted

4 Explores properties of a range of religious artefacts by smell, fully prompted

5 Explores textures of a range of religious artefacts by mouthing, fully prompted

6 Explores properties of a range of religious artefacts by mouthing, fully prompted

7 Experiences a range of religious artefacts, fully prompted

8 Encounters a range of religious activities/experiences/celebrations, fully 
prompted

9 Experiences a range of activities linked to religious studies as a participant, 
fully prompted 

10 Experiences visiting different environments of religious significance, e.g., 
church/mosque 

11 Responds to sudden noises created in a religious activity, e.g., banging a 
tambourine in a song 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P1(ii)

Pupils show emerging awareness of activities and experiences. They may have periods when they appear alert
and ready to focus their attention on certain people, events, objects or parts of objects, for example,
becoming still in response to silence.They may give intermittent reactions, for example, vocalising occasionally
during group celebrations and acts of worship.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Explores the textures of a range of religious artefacts by touch, with reduced 
prompts

2 Explores the properties of a range of religious artefacts by touch, with reduced
prompts 

3 Explores the textures of a range of foods linked to different religions by taste/
mouthing, with reduced prompts 

4 Explores the properties of a range of foods linked to different religions by
taste/mouthing, with reduced prompts 

5 Experiences a range of religious activities/celebrations as a participant, with 
reduced prompts 

6 Grasps an artefact briefly during a religious activity/ session 

7 Holds an artefact briefly 

8 Shows intermittent reactions/responses, e.g., vocalising during a song 

9 Shows a response/reaction to an event, e.g., becoming still in response to silence 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P2(i)

Pupils begin to respond consistently to familiar people, events and objects. They react to new activities and
experiences, for example, briefly looking around in unfamiliar natural and man-made environments. They begin
to show interest in people, events and objects, for example, leaning towards the source of light, sound or
scent. They accept and engage in coactive exploration, for example, touching a range of religious artefacts and
found objects in partnership with a member of staff.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Shows an intention to reach for a preferred religious artefact

2 Shows an intention to grasp a preferred religious artefact 

3 Shows a consistent response/reaction when taken into an area of religious
significance 

4 Explores religious artefacts co-actively with interest 

5 Examines religious artefacts co-actively with interest 

6 Shows some awareness/interest in religious activities 

7 Shows an awareness that items can still exist when out of view 

8 Tracks an object across the mid-line when moved in front of them 

9 Demonstrates a reaction to new religious activities/experiences by response,
e.g., moves away from the smell of incense 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P2(ii)

Pupils begin to be proactive in their interactions. They communicate consistent preferences and affective
responses, for example, showing that they have enjoyed an experience or interaction. They recognise familiar
people, events and objects, for example, becoming quiet and attentive during a certain piece of music. They
perform actions, often by trial and improvement, and they remember learned responses over short periods of
time, for example, repeating a simple action with an artefact. They co-operate with shared exploration and
supported participation, for example, performing gestures during ritual exchanges with another person
performing gestures.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Shows an intention of action by pointing/gesturing at a preferred artefact 

2 Reaches for an artefact 

3 Grasps an artefact 

4 Demonstrates a preference by choosing religious item from a choice of
two, e.g., candle/joss stick 

5 Holds a larger object in both hands, e.g., Bible/Koran 

6 Explores/investigates objects with hands working co-operatively 

7 Recognises/shows a response to a familiar object used in a religious event,
e.g., lighted candle 

8 Performs a 1 step task, e.g., placing hands together ready for prayer 

9 Repeats 1 step task in same day 

10 Actively participates in co-operative exploration of a religious artefact 

11 Co-operates/shares in religious activity/event/celebration, with support,
e.g., church service 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P3(i)

Pupils begin to communicate intentionally. They seek attention through eye contact, gesture or action. They
request events or activities, for example, prompting a visitor to prolong an interaction. They participate in
shared activities with less support. They sustain concentration for short periods. They explore materials in
increasingly complex ways, for example, stroking or shaking artefacts or found objects. They observe the
results of their own actions with interest, for example, when vocalising in a quiet place. They remember
learned responses over more extended periods, for example, following a familiar ritual and responding
appropriately.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Begins to communicate intentionally through word, sign, symbol etc. 

2 Intentionally seeks eye contact 

3 Demonstrates a personal preference for a religious activity/event/celebration
by word etc., e.g., putting hands into a praying position 

4 Participates in religious activity/event/celebration, with less support

5 Concentrates on preferred activity for upto 30 seconds 

6 Manipulates artefacts in increasingly complex ways, e.g., turning/shaking
/stroking 

7 Observes the outcomes of own actions with interest, e.g., vocalising in a church
/mosque 

8 Repeats a previous action to achieve the desired outcome, e.g., switching lights
off to create a calming effect for prayer 

9 Remembers/repeats a 1 step action over a 24 hour period 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P3(ii)

Pupils use emerging conventional communication.They greet known people and may initiate interactions and
activities, for example, prompting an adult to sing or play a favourite song. They can remember learned
responses over increasing periods of time and may anticipate known events, for example, celebrating the
achievements of their peers in assembly. They may respond to options and choices with actions or gestures,
for example, choosing to participate in activities. They actively explore objects and events for more extended
periods, for example, contemplating the flickering of a candle flame. They apply potential solutions
systematically to problems, for example, passing an artefact to a peer in order to prompt participation in a
group activity.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Develops intentional communication beyond single word, sign, symbol etc 

2 Initiates personal preferences through word, sign, symbol etc., e.g., selects
song/hymn of their choice

3 Attempts to use equipment appropriately in session, e.g., follow song/hymn
with musical instrument/beating time

4 Shows anticipation by response when given a specific object, e.g., joss stick 

5 Remembers simple learnt responses over a period of more than 1 day, e.g.,
lighting a candle 

6 Concentrates on a preferred activity for more than 30 seconds, e.g., listens to a
religious story/watches a video 

7 Explores new artefacts with interest 

8 Shows an awareness of events related to specific locations, e.g., church for
singing/prayers 

9 Shows an awareness of solutions to systematic problems they encounter, e.g.,
how they respond during a religious service/times of quiet 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands



8

Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P4

Pupils use single elements of communication, for example, words, gestures, signs or symbols, to express their
feelings. They show they understand ‘yes’ and ‘no’. They begin to respond to the feelings of others, for
example, matching their emotions and laughing when another pupil is laughing. They join in activities by
initiating ritual actions or sounds. They may demonstrate an appreciation of stillness and quietness.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Shows an interest in activities linked to religious education

2 Shows some enjoyment of own involvement in religious experiences/
activities, e.g., on a visit to a church 

3 Uses single word, sign, symbol etc. to communicate, during a religious activity to
express own feelings 

4 Demonstrates by response/action understanding of simple commands, e.g., stop 

5 Begins to respond to the feelings of others, e.g., happy/sad

6 Begins to match the emotions of others by response/action, e.g., laughing with
others/being quiet if someone is sad 

7 Joins in with familiar religious activities with support, e.g., singing songs 

8 Joins in familiar religious activities by ritual response, e.g., wanting to turn the
lights off 

9 Intermittently demonstrates an appreciation of stillness when visiting a religious
site, e.g., visit to Synagogue 

10 Intermittently demonstrates an appreciation of quietness during a religious
ceremony, e.g., during prayer 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P5

Pupils respond appropriately to simple questions about familiar religious events or experiences and
communicate simple meanings. They respond to a variety of new religious experiences, for example, involving
music, drama, colour, lights, food or tactile objects. They take part in activities involving two or three other
pupils. They may also engage in moments of individual reflection.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Has knowledge/understanding of religious buildings and their function

2 Communicates simple meaning about familiar religious events/experiences 

3 Responds appropriately to simple questions about familiar religious events/
experiences 

4 Begins to demonstrate some basic understanding of familiar religious activities 

5 Experiences a variety of new religions, e.g., from different cultures 

6 Engages in a religious activity co-operatively with a partner 

7 Engages in a religious activity co-operatively with 2 others 

8 Engages in short periods of appropriate quiet individual reflection

9 Picks up an artefact upon request 

10 Answers simple questions posed about the artefact by word, sign, symbol etc.,
with some prompting 

11 Joins in with familiar religious activities, with reduced support 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P6

Pupils express and communicate their feelings in different ways. They respond to others in group situations
and co-operate when working in small groups. Pupils listen to, and begin to respond to, familiar religious
stories, poems and music, and make their own contribution to celebrations and festivals. They carry out
ritualised actions in familiar circumstances. They show concern and sympathy for others in distress, for
example, through gestures, facial expressions or by offering comfort.They start to be aware of their own
influence on events and other people.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Watches with interest the involvement of others within a religious activity

2 Expresses own feelings by action/response within a religious activity

3 Communicates own feelings by word, sign, symbol etc., within a religious activity

4 Responds co-operatively with a partner in a religious activity

5 Responds co-operatively to others when working in a small group

6 Listens to familiar religious stories/poems/songs

7 Begins to recognise/respond appropriately to familiar religious activities,
e.g., stories/poems/songs/play

8 Makes a personal contribution to a religious celebration/festival, e.g., has
a role in a play

9 Carries out a ritualised action in familiar circumstances, e.g., lighting a
candle/incense

10 Shows concern/sympathy for others who are in distress through word,
sign, symbol or action, e.g., comforting a friend who is upset

11 Begins to have an awareness of the influence they can have on an event,
e.g., being part of a group play

12 Begins to have an awareness of the influence they can have upon other people

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P7

Pupils listen to and follow religious stories. They communicate their ideas about religion, life events and
experiences in simple phrases. They evaluate their own work and behaviour in simple ways, beginning to
identify some actions as right or wrong on the basis of the consequences. They find out about aspects of
religion through stories, music or drama, answer questions and communicate their responses. They may
communicate their feelings about what is special to them, for example, using role-play. They begin to
understand that other people have needs and to respect these. They make purposeful relationships with
others in group activity.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Communicates in simple terms own ideas related to religion, through words,
signs and symbols

2 Communicates, in simple terms, life events related to religion, through words,
signs and symbols

3 Communicates, in simple terms, religious experiences through words,
signs and symbols 

4 Listens to/demonstrates by response/action that they follow religious stories

5 Evaluates own work, in simple ways and begins to understand what they have produced

6 Evaluates own behaviour/actions in simple terms as being right/wrong, good/bad

7 Begins to link natural consequences to behaviour/actions

8 Begins to understand natural consequences can vary dependant upon
behaviour/action 

9 Discovers more about aspects of religion through a variety of ways, e.g., stories/
music/drama/site visits/videos/computers 

10 Begins to respond to questions posed through word, sign, symbol etc.

11 Begins to communicate own feelings/emotions about things that are special to
them by word, sign, symbol or action, e.g., crying when upset

12 Begins to understand that other people are different and have their own needs 

13 Begins to respect the needs of others demonstrating some insight by response/
action, e.g., getting a drink for somebody when they are not able to

14 Makes purposeful relationships with others within an activity group

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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Checklist P Scale Religious Education attainment

Pupil name: Started: Completed:

Level P8

Pupils listen attentively to religious stories or to people talking about religion. They begin to understand that
religious and other stories carry moral and religious meaning. They are increasingly able to communicate ideas,
feelings or responses to experiences or to retell religious stories. They communicate simple facts about religion and
important people in religions. They begin to realise the significance of religious artefacts, symbols and places. They
reflect on what makes them happy, sad, excited or lonely. They demonstrate a basic understanding of what is right
and wrong in familiar situations. They are often sensitive to the needs and feelings of others and show respect for
themselves and others. They treat living things and their environment with care and concern.

E PP GP VP AI M*

1 Listens with interest to religious stories/people talking about religion, e.g., at a religious service

2 Begins to understand that some stories have a religious meaning/content 

3 Begins to understand that some stories have a moral meaning and convey a message, e.g., the good
Samaritan 

4 Is increasingly able to use common words, signs, symbols etc. to communicate
own ideas linked to religious education 

5 Is increasingly able to use common words, signs, symbols etc. to communicate own feelings/emotions 

6 Is increasingly able to use common words, signs, symbols etc. to respond to 
religious experiences/retell stories 

7 Uses correct word, sign, symbol etc. to communicate simple facts about religion 

8 Uses correct words, signs, symbols etc. to communicate simple facts about religion 

9 Uses correct words, signs, symbols etc. to name important artefacts/people in religions 

10 Begins to realise the significance of religious artefacts drawn from a variety of different cultures

11 Begins to recognise the significance of religious places/symbols, e.g., temple/mosque

12 Reflects upon own emotions, what makes them feel happy/sad/excited 

13 Has an understanding by response/action and what is right/good, e.g., smiles when praised

14 Has an understanding by response/action of what is wrong/bad

15 Shows insight into the needs/feelings of others by response/action

16 Shows concern for living things within their environment, e.g., injured bird

17 Shows care for living things within their environment, e.g., tending to pets/watering plants 

# Key to colour coding of targets and strands * Key to level of assistance
AT1i beliefs, teachings & sources E Experienced
AT1ii celebration & ritual PP Physical prompt
AT1iii social & moral practices and way of life GP Gestural prompt
AT2i own & others’ beliefs and values VP Verbal prompt
AT2ii questions of meaning and purpose AI Achieved independently
R&C progression in reflection & contemplation M Mastered
Generic pre-requisite and on-going skill for all strands
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