The Schools White Paper 2010 with a focus on SEN issues and Special Schools - a summary by Maria Landy


The Schools White Paper 2010 – The Importance of Teaching with a SEN focus
The White Paper was published on Wednesday 24 November 2010.
This summary focuses on the headlines most relevant to Special Educational Needs and Special Schools in particular. 
It is important to refer to the full text but for busy professionals, staff and governors this summary may help to access the 85 page document - 92 pages cover to cover! 

The White Paper is split into eight chapters. This summary highlights some of the most important aspects related to SEN issues and to special schools in particular. 
1) Introduction - the future of schools

· There is much good to be celebrated - but we can do much better

· Decline in the study of academic subjects
· Deprived students suffer most

· School system performing below its potential   

2) Teaching and Leadership – the Government will:

· cease to fund initial teacher training for graduates who do not have at least a 2:2 degree

· expand Teach First and offer financial incentives to attract the best candidates into shortage subjects

· create a network of Teaching Schools – on the model of teaching hospitals – to give outstanding schools the role of leading the training of teachers
· QTS standards to include focus on behaviour, additional needs and SEN increase the number of Local and National Leaders of Education 
· end centralised (including Local Authority) target setting for schools

· focus on classroom practice

· make sure additional support is offered to those who need it

3) Behaviour 
Pilot a new approach to permanent exclusions where schools have the power, money and responsibility to secure alternative provision for excluded pupils.

· independent appeals panel to be retained, but without the power to require a pupil’s reinstatement

· increase the authority of teachers
· encourage NEW PROVIDERS to set up alternative provision - FREE SCHOOLS

· protect teachers against malicious allegations

· focus Ofsted inspections more strongly on behaviour and safety including bullying (as one of the four key areas of inspection) plus pupil achievement, quality of teaching and leadership and management 
4) Curriculum, Assessment and Qualifications.

· Introduce the English Baccalaureate – (students who achieve A*-C I/GCSEs in English, maths, the sciences, a modern or ancient foreign language and a humanity such as history or geography will receive a certificate)

· Once Professor Alison Wolf has reported on vocational qualifications, make any necessary reforms

· Once Dame Clare Tickell reports in Spring 2011 on the review of the curriculum for the Early Years Foundation Stage EYFS act on recommendations

· The new National Curriculum will be ‘slim, clear and authoritative’

· A levels – Ofqual to be asked to change the rules on resits of modules to prevent students from re-sitting large numbers of units. 

· GCSEs – 

· to reverse the trend towards modular courses, Ofqual to be asked to review GCSEs with a view to reverting to end of course exams

·  Ofqual have been asked to revisit marking schemes with a view to re-introducing separate assessment of spelling, punctuation and grammar into all GCSE’s.    

· Review the National Curriculum reducing prescription

· systematic synthetic phonics as best method of teaching reading

· Proper assessment at each transitional stage - 6- simple test of ability to decode words. National assessments also at 11 and 16.
· Hold independent review of Key Stage two testing

· Raise to 17 by 2013 and then 18 by 2015 the age expected to participate in education or training  

· Specifically detailed  on pages 44-46 are the core of English Literature and English Language, Mathematics Science: Physics Chemistry and Biology plus PSHE - Personal, Social, Health and Economic education as well as Modern Foreign Languages, PE , Music, the Arts with a specific mention on competition prizes for engineering projects but not Design and Technology. 
5)   New Schools System 

This covers the expansion of the Academies programme 
and the presumption that all new schools will be 
Academies 

(Special schools can become academies from Jan 2011)
     Devolve as much day to day decision-making as possible      
to the front line

Each school to: shape own character, frame own ethos and DEVELOP OWN SPECIALISM 

   
Restore for all Academies the freedom they originally had   
while continuing to ensure a level playing field on 
admissions PARTICULARLY in relation to children with 
SEN

     Local Authorities are to have a strong strategic role as 
champions for parents, families and vulnerable pupils.  
They will be coordinating fair admissions and developing    
 their own 
school improvement strategies to support local 
   
 schools. .
 
They will continue to be responsible for funding provision 

for pupils with statements of Special Educational Needs.
6) Accountability 

· See page 72 for 10 key questions for governors to ask

· Greater transparency in the funding system
· National format SEF not required from September 2011 schools must choose for themselves how to evaluate their work but no national format - Ofsted streamlining the Inspection Framework ready for Sept 2011. SIEFs not mentioned presumably the same for independent special schools - need to verify
· If Outstanding no routine inspections - see 6.21 - Ofsted to identify suitable triggers which might indicate a need for re-inspection
· Schools will be able to request and pay for an Ofsted inspection from Autumn 2011
· Review performance measures for those special schools whose intake performs in the main below the levels of National Curriculum tests or GCSEs - para 6.14 - page 68   
· Schools accountable to parents on:

1) How well pupils do? 

2) How taxpayers’ money is spent to drive higher performance and better value for money?
· They will put more information in the public domain - how much spent and allocated per pupil

· Reform performance tables

·  Performance tables: 

· The current contextual value added (CVA) measure will be abolished. 

· More emphasis will be placed on progress. 

· Will report specifically on pupils eligible for the Pupil Premium in the Performance Tables. 

· Review performance measures for Special Schools

· How well deprived pupils do?
· The National College to offer high quality training to chairs of governors.

· Legislation will be passed to relax the requirements on size and proportionality of governing bodies, allowing schools to alter the constitution if they wish from early 2012 (there will be a requirement of a minimum of two parent governors, and in governing bodies where a foundation body appoints the majority of the governors it will continue to do so).

· Governors will be given easier access to data in order to determine how their schools compared with others.

· The requirement for every school to have a school improvement partner will be removed

· The recently introduced option for parents to refer to complaints to the Ombudsman will be repealed and a yet to be announced ‘route to complain in the most cost effective way’ will be introduced

· The ‘floor standards’ of acceptable performance for schools is to be raised:

· Secondary schools - if fewer than 35% of pupils achieve 5 A*-Cs including English and Maths (and going forwards in Science) and fewer pupils make good progress between key stage two and key stage four.

· Primary schools – if fewer than 60% of pupils achieve level four in English and Maths and fewer pupils than average make the expected levels of progress between Key Stage 1 & 2.

7)   School Improvement 

· Makes clear that schools –‘governors, head teachers and teachers’ have responsibility for improvement. If schools are providing a good education they will be free to set their own targets and improvement priorities.

· LA employed SIPs no longer a requirement now schools responsibility encouraging a free market approach to school improvement services 
· Strongly encouraging schools to support each other and to form chains or federations  - see paras 5.4 and 5.15

· Schools below the floor standard and which are not progressing, or are judged inadequate will be subject to intervention with the presumption they will be converting into Academy Status.

If Academies or Free Schools or Studio Schools see para 5.27 fail to meet the floor standards they will also be subject to intervention.
8)   School Funding 

· A national funding formula is to be introduced, but local authorities would still be responsible for distributing funding to maintained schools. 

· The YPLA will be abolished, but replaced by the Education Funding Agency 

· Funding needs radical reform

· Opacity generates unfairness
· Need appropriate incentives for schools to attract poorer students and raise their attainment

· Vital that money is distributed fairly and spent wisely - less wastefully

The Government will - 

1. Target more resources on the most deprived pupils over the next four years through a new Pupil Premium - £2.5 billion (£430 per pupil, based on FSM).
2. Consult on a fairer national funding formula based on the needs of pupils

3. Increase transparency and show what schools spend their funds on

4. End disparity in funding for 16 to 18 year olds between schools and colleges.
The full White Paper can be viewed via the attached link - The Schools White Paper - the Importance of Teaching
It is important that all those involved also become familiar with the forthcoming Green Paper on Special Educational Needs and Disability which is due to be published in Spring 2011 - see para 5.13  in order to “ maximise the impact of these new freedoms for special schools.”
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